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Peter Philips: Alma Redemptoris Mater

Editorial Note

This edition is a transposed resetting prepared by the Editor from the complete edition of Philips’s Cantiones Sacrae
Octonis Vocibus (Antwerp, 1613, 1625), published in Musica Britannica, volume 61 (1992), no.25. Full details of sources,
editorial method and textual commentary may be found in that volume. For the ent motet, a brief summary only
of editorial policy is given here.

Transposition: one whole tone down.
Part names: Cantus 1 (C1) = Cantus Primus Chorus (&c); Cantus 2 ( = t
Prefatory staves: indicate the original clef, key-signature, time-signature, valu¢ a

ecundus Chorus (&c).
pitch of first sounding note.

Note-values: unchanged.

és to repetitions of that note within the bar. All original
edundantly repeated. Editorial accidentals are entered
etitions of that note within the bar. However in the
d above the notes to avoid confusion, since here the music itself is

small before the notes in the vocal parts and also apply to
Continuo part editorial accidentals are ent

staff.

Barring: The vocal parts are unb
i i i ,ﬁ, imes so that repeated sections of music (as in responsory settings) will
i nindte excessive numbers of ties across barlines, and sometimes to give full value to final

[ [1d
Elon

¢ are not noted in this edition.

John Steele
Editor

Text and Translation

Alma Redemptoris Mater,

quae pervia caeli porta manes,

et stella maris, succure cadenti,
surgere qui curat populo:

Tu quae genuisti, natura mirante,
tuum sanctum Genitorem:

Virgo prius ac posterius,
Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud Ave,
peccatorum miserere.

Kind Mother of the Redeemer,

who remains the gate by which we enter heaven,
and star of the sea, come to the asistance of the
fallen people who are anxious to rise again;

You who gave birth, to the amazement of

nature, to your own holy Parent;

Virgin before and after,

taking from the mouth of Gabriel that cry of Hail,
have mercy on our sins.

Antiphon of the Virgin Mary, Liber Usualis p. 277.
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